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Total Estimated Financial Aid
The amount of financial aid you qualify for based on
your family's and your own income levels reported
through your FAFSA application. This aid total includes
the grants, loans and work-study aid you can receive.



Grants & Scholarships
Grants are money aid that does not have to be paid
back, they are applied towards college expenses
such as tuition & fees, housing, and more. Most
grants are need-based and are awarded by the state
or federal government. 

Scholarships might be merit-based (if you meet
certain requirements) or need-based (depending on
your financial need).



Federal Work-Study

Federal Work-Study provides students with
financial need the opportunity to apply to part-
time jobs within their school system that are
related to their major or area of study. 

Students are allotted a total amount that is
distributed as pay through their work-study job
but they have to apply and get hired for the job as
with any other job.



 Federal Student Loans
Federal Student Loans such as Direct Subsidized
Loans and Direct Unsubsidized Loans are money you
may borrow to cover the remainder of university-
related expenses after aid is awarded. These loans
differ within their repayment options. Direct
Subsidized Loans are open to students with
demonstrated financial need, these loans accrue
interest after graduation. Direct Unsubsidized Loans
are open to eligible undergraduate, graduate and
professional students, but eligibility is not based on
financial need, these loans accrue interest from the
date of disbursement. Make sure you are always aware
of the terms and conditions of all loans taken!



Total Estimated Cost of Attendance
An estimate of how much it will cost to attend a
certain university for an academic year, the COA
takes into account factors like tuition and fees,
room and board, transportation, and  
books/educational expenses to give an accurate
and safe estimate to students.



Tuition & Fees
All students enrolled must pay basic tuition fees,
which are dependent on your college and your
enrollment status (part-time or full-time student).

Books & Supplies
The cost of your college books and supplies may
vary. Some of your professors may require books,
workbooks, lab equipment, access codes, or other
supplies. Check out your syllabus to see what
materials are required or optional. You also have the
option to rent, buy used or use student discounts.

Visit: https://sdsutalentsearch.wixsite.com/student/college-books
for tips on how to save money on books!

https://sdsutalentsearch.wixsite.com/student/college-books


Room & Board
If you are going to be living on campus, this fee is  
your projected yearly expenses for rent and a
meal plan.

Transportation
How will you get to campus for your classes? If you
are driving, you might need to purchase a parking
pass. If you are using public transportation, you can
get a discounted student pass.

Visit: www.sdmts.com/fares/pass-programs/college-passes for more information on college passes!

Personal Expenses
These could include necessities such as laundry,
personal care products, car insurance, food,
entertainment, etc.

http://www.sdmts.com/fares/pass-programs/college-passes


Student Aid Index (SAI)

Your Student Aid Index (SAI) is a formula-based index
number ranging from –1500 to 999999. 

A negative SAI indicates you have a higher financial
need. For example, if you have an SAI of –1500, you’ll
qualify for a maximum Pell Grant award, assuming
you have not exhausted your lifetime amounts and
meet all student eligibility requirements. 

Your SAI is not a dollar amount of aid you’ll receive,
what your family is expected to provide, or your final
financial aid offer. 
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Advisor is available 
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aid, your financial aid
award, college fees, etc.!


